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SECTION A – MATTER FOR DECISION 

 

WARD(S) AFFECTED: ALL 

 

 

BIODIVERSITY PROTOCOLS - FEBRUARY 2015 

 

Purpose of Report 

 

To approve the adoption of the Biodiversity Protocols. 

 

Background 

 

The Countryside and Wildlife Team has a remit to advise on the protection and 

enhancement of biodiversity.  Many departments carry out necessary work 

which has the potential to impact upon biodiversity.  In order to assist these 

departments in meeting their legal requirements with regards to biodiversity, the 

team has developed a set of protocols to be used for all such practical projects 

and works.  

 

Biodiversity Protocols 

 

The protocols set out a risk based process that is intended to help departments 

identify and appropriately deal with the risk of encountering biodiversity; 

particularly species afforded protection by legislation.  The protocols use a 

number of tools aimed at different stages of a work stream.   

 

The protocols mainly consist of a spreadsheet and a set of advisory sheets on 

specific topics.  They will be made available through the intranet and upon 

request.   

 

The spreadsheet firstly sets out a Biodiversity Checklist which should be 

worked through at the concept stage of each project so that any biodiversity 

requirements are identified and programmed in at the earliest opportunity.  At 

this stage the Countryside and Wildlife Team should be contacted for site 

specific information. 



 

The majority of the spreadsheet deals with planned and reactive work.  For 

emergency work, there is a separate tab within the spreadsheet labelled 

Emergency Procedures, this should be used and further advice sought as soon as 

practicable.   

 
A set of ‘How To’ sheets have also been designed to be kept in vehicles or on 

site so that operatives can familiarise themselves with the most commonly 

encountered issues.  They can also be used as a reference if operatives have a 

query on site. 

 

The protocols are intended to cover the basic requirements for biodiversity, 

focusing on the protection of protected species and have been checked by the 

Wildlife and Environmental Crime officer for South Wales.  For advice on the 

wider requirements of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act or 

Planning commitments, which include avoidance of habitat loss and 

enhancement, officers are encouraged to talk to the team as early as possible.  

 

Training will be offered to all departments on how to apply the protocols.  The 

protocols are intended to be adaptable and additional or tailored protocols may 

be further developed and added as needed, in response to issues raised during 

training or as they come to light on implementation by individual departments.  

It is intended that the team work closely with each department implementing the 

protocols, at least in the early stages, to enable any appropriate alterations to be 

made as soon as possible. 

 

Example protocols are appended to this report. 

 

Equalities 

 

A Screening Assessment has been undertaken to assist the Council in 

discharging its Public Sector Equality Duty under the Equality Act 2010.  After 

completing the assessment it has been determined that this function does not 

require an Equality Impact Assessment. 

 

Consultation Responses & Outcomes 

 

Internal consultations have been undertaken in the preparation of these 

protocols.  A number of departments have aided in development of the 

protocols and initial trials have been positively received. 

 

 

 



Financial Implications 

 

The use of the protocols at an early stage in project planning will identify any 

need for surveys and mitigation, allowing forward planning which in turn can 

result in cost savings. 

 

Sustainability Appraisal 

 

Identifying and protecting areas and species of ecological interest helps develop 

sustainable communities and a more sustainable environment. 

 

Appendices 

 

Example protocols are appended to this report. 

 

Recommendation 

 

The protocols are Approved and distributed to relevant officers via the Intranet 

and training scheduled on request. 

 

Reasons for Proposed Decision 

 

To ensure that Neath Port Talbot comply with the requirements of the Natural 

Environment and Rural Communities Act and other wildlife legislation. 

 

List of Background Papers 

 

Local Biodiversity Action Plan 

Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 

 

Wards Affected 

 

All 

 

Officer Contact 

 

Ceri Morris – Interim Planning Policy Manager 

Email.  c.morris1@npt.gov.uk 

Tel:  01639 6860320 

 

Laura Palmer - Countryside and Wildlife Team 

Email:  biodiversity@npt.gov.uk 

Tel:  01639 686155 /686169 

mailto:c.morris1@npt.gov.uk
mailto:biodiversity@npt.gov.uk


 

COMPLIANCE STATEMENT 

 

BIODIVERSITY PROTOCOLS - FEBRUARY 2015 

 

(a) Implementation of Decision 

 

 The decision will be implemented after the three day call in period. 

 

(b) Sustainability Appraisal 

 

 Community Plan Impacts 

 

 Economic Prosperity  Positive   

 Education & Lifelong Learning Positive   

 Better Health & Wellbeing Positive   

 Environment & Transport Positive    

 Crime & Disorder   Positive   

 

 Other Impacts 

 

 Welsh Language   No impact   

 Sustainable Development  Positive  

 Equalities    No impact 

 Social Inclusion   No impact 

 

(c) Consultation 

 

 This item is not subject to external consultation. 



APPENDIX 1 

 



 



 



 


